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Unit 5: WWI 

Document Based Questions

Document 1
This map of Europe on the eve of World War I shows the alliance systems.
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Who were the members of each alliance system?  How did alliance systems contribute to the outbreak of WWI?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 2
This excerpt is from Article 231 of the Versailles Treaty, which Germany signed, thereby ending World War I.

. . . The Allied and Associate Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her allies for causing all the loss and damage. . . 
According to the Versailles Treaty who was responsible for World War I ? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why?__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 3
In this excerpt from May 7, 1919, Count Brockdorff-Rantzau, leader of the German delegation to the Versailles Peace Conference, protested.

It is demanded of us that we shall confess ourselves to be alone guilty of the war. Such a confession from my lips would be a lie. We are far from declining all responsibility for the fact that this great World War took place or that it was fought in the way that it was. . . . But we energetically deny that Germany and its people, who were convinced that they fought a war of defense, were alone guilty. No one would want to assert that the disaster began only at that disastrous moment when the successor of Austria-Hungary fell a victim to murderous hands. In the last fifty years, the imperialism of all European states has chronically poisoned international relations. Policies of retaliation, policies of expansion, and disregard for the right of peoples to determine their own destiny, have contributed to the European malady which came to a crisis in the World War. The mobilization of Russia deprived statesmen of the opportunity of curing the disease, and placed the issue in the hands of the military powers. ... 
What position did the German delegation leader present? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What did he say caused the war?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 4
In his book, Origins of the World War, Sidney Bradshaw Fay stated his position on the causes of World War I.

Nevertheless, a European war broke out. Why? Because in each country [of Europe] political and military leaders did certain things which lead to the mobilization [of their armies for war] and [finally] to the declarations of war, or [these leaders] failed to do certain things which might have prevented [the war]. In this sense, all the European countries in greater or lesser degree were responsible [for the outbreak of World War I].

According to this author, who was responsible for the outbreak of World War I?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What did he cite as evidence to support this claim?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Document 5
This is an excerpt from The Century of Total War by Raymond Aron (Doubleday & Co. 1954).

. . . The rise of Germany, whose supremacy France dreaded and whose navy menaced [or threatened] England, had created among [England and France] an alliance which claimed it was defensive in nature but was denounced by German propaganda as an attempt at [the] encirclement [of Germany]. The two armed camps alarmed each other, and each grew heavy with multiplied incidents, which spread East [with the assassination of the Archduke Ferdi​nand], where Russia and Austria were advancing contradictory claims. ...

What role did the assassination and the ultimatum play in the outbreak of the war?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What responsibility did the alliance systems play in the outbreak of the war? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Document 6
US Secretary of State Robert Lansing's complete report establishing war guilt, December 1918:

'The War was premeditated by the Central Powers together with their allies, Turkey and Bulgaria, and was the result of acts deliberately committed in order to make it unavoidable. Germany, in agreement with Austria-Hungary, deliberately worked to defeat all the many conciliatory proposals made by the Entente Powers.'
What do you think Mr. Lansing meant when he said the war was premeditated by the Central Powers? _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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