Wanted Poster Assignment
Enlightenment Thinkers

My Thinker: _________________________________

The Enlightenment thinkers of the Enlightenment movement were very controversial. They bravely spoke out against the abuses of society and government, primarily that of the absolute monarchy (kings and queens). The kings and queens of the era were outraged with these “enlightened” ideas because they feared that others may rebel against the absolute monarchy, thus threatening their power. These thinkers were at times “wanted” for arrest by the monarchy.

Task: You are to create a “wanted poster” of one of the following Enlightenment thinkers. You will need to put the information on your poster in your own words. On your poster you need to include:

1. A picture/drawing of your thinker.

2. A short description of each of the following in about 30 words:
a. Describe the person’s work during the Enlightenment.

(What areas did he challenge? Government? Society? Liberty?)

b. Describe how society reacted to the thinker’s new ideas. (Did people agree/disagree with your thinker)

c. Explain how the person’s work challenged traditional views on government or society. (What previously held ideas on government/society did this thinker go against?)

d. Explain the thinkers Enlightenment ideas (What did he believe in?)

e. Describe the influence this person had on society. (Why do we remember this person in history?)
You will be assigned one of the following Enlightenment thinkers that we have discussed in class:

1. Locke

2. Montesquieu

3. Rousseau
