Imperialism Vocabulary
1. Imperialism: A policy in which a strong nation seeks to dominate other countries politically, economically, or socially. “To take or take over”

2. Racism: The belief that one race is superior to others.

3. Social Darwinism: Using Charles Darwin’s “survival of the fittest” theory on evolution to humans. Those humans who were the fittest in society would survive over those who were not. Used when justifying imperialist expansion.

4. Berlin Conference 1884-85: A meeting at which representatives of the European nations agreed upon rules for dividing up or colonizing Africa.

5. Paternalism: A policy of treating those who were colonized as children, providing for their needs but not giving them rights. To “parent” those who were colonized. 

6. Assimilation: A policy in which a nation forces or encourages those who were colonized to adopt its institutions and customs such as language, style of dress, religion, etc. 

7. Boer War: A conflict from 1899-1902 between the British and Dutch Settlers (Boers) fought for control of territory in South Africa. The British won.

8. Apartheid: South African policy of complete legal separation of races.

9. Sepoy Rebellion: An Indian soldier serving under British command in India. 

10. “Brightest Jewel in the Crown”: the British colony of India- called this because of its importance in the British Empire, both as a supplier of raw materials and as a market to sell British trade goods.

11. Opium War: A conflict between Britain and China, lasting from 1839-1842, over Britain’s opium drug-trade in China.

12. Taiping Rebellion: A mid-19th century rebellion against the Qing Dynasty in China, led by Hong Xiuquan, in an attempt to equally divide all of China’s great wealth among the Chinese peasants. 

13. Open Door Policy: A policy, proposed by the U.S. in 1899, under which all nations would have equal opportunities to trade in China.

14. Boxer Rebellion: A 1900 revolt in China, aimed at ending foreign influence in the country.

15. Meiji Era: The period of Japanese history from 1867-1912. The country was ruled by Emperor Mutsuhito and was a period of reform and modernization.

16. Queen Liliuokalani: The Queen of Hawaii at the time that the U.S. tried to successfully take over the island.
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