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Mona Lisa Smile
Synopsis: Katherine Ann Watson has accepted a position teaching art history at the prestigious Wellesley College. Watson is a very modern woman, particularly for the 1950s, and has a passion not only for art but for her students. For the most part, the students all seem to be biding their time, waiting to find the right man to marry. The students are all very bright and Watson feels they are not reaching their potential. Although a strong bond is formed between teacher and student, Watson's views are incompatible with the dominant culture of the college. Written by Lawrence Konner and Mark Rosenthal. 
1) Do you accept / buy into “traditional gender roles?”  Why or why not?

2) Who are some successful women who you know that are able to manage a career and a family?  Do you want this?  

3) How do you define success?

4) What was Katherine Watson’s view of her LGBTQ housemate?  Since this was never clearly defined, what do you infer?

5) Giselle was more promiscuous than her friends.  How did this affect the group dynamic of her circle of friends?

6) How did some of the characters buy into or resist their stereotypical gender roles?  Do you remember a time where you acted in line with or against your gender role?

7) Marriage or the hope of marriage is a theme that is present in this movie.  How has the concept of marriage and a traditional family changed over the last few decades?  Has it changed for you based on your experiences?

8) How do people in this movie view the role of females?  Women in general?  Do you agree or disagree?  How is this different today?  What is similar?

9) What are the expectations of women in higher education at this time?  How are they similar or different today?  Do you agree or disagree?

10) Are women oppressed in certain ways in this movie?  How so?  In what ways are women oppressed today?
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11) Discuss the meaning and relevance of a “MRS” degree.
