
Social Stratification – the hierarchical arrangement of large social groups based on their control over basic resources.
Life Chances – the extent to which individuals have access to important societal resources such as food, clothing, shelter, education, and health care.

Describe how American society is stratified today.

What role do the following play in American society?:

Wealth

Power

Prestige

How important is education in American society?  What kind of mobility does it afford?  How are educational opportunities and life chances linked?

Why do you think the poor are poor?

The Weberian Model of the U.S. Class Structure 

On the back, assign each designation to the social ladder.  Within the “rung” use words to describe what life is like on that “rung”.  Next to each rung, draw a small picture to symbolize each position. You may use your text.

· Upper Middle Class

· Working Class


· Upper-Upper Class

· Underclass

· Working Poor

· Lower-Upper Class

· Middle Class
[image: image1.jpg]



