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The Guillotine
Video Questions

1. How would you describe executions during the Middle Ages (500-1500)?

2. How did executions during the Middle Ages show inequality and class distinctions?

3. What was The Maiden?

4. Why did Dr. Guillotine believe that this beheading machine would be a “better” method of execution?

5. In the video, to what is a guillotine execution compared?
6. Why was King Louis XVI sentenced to die?  What unusual occurrence made his execution unique?

7. Why did no one feel safe during the Reign of Terror?

8. How did the French public feel about Queen Marie Antoinette?  How did her captors treat her?

9. Were the victims of the Reign of Terror all rich people?  Who were the victims?

10. What did Charlotte Corday’s execution do (besides kill her!)?

11. Why have some suggested that the guillotine is not really a quick and humane form of execution?

12. What made the execution of Madame Debarie unique?

13. Why was Robespierre killed and what did his death end?
