                                   World Geography - Course Syllabus

                                           Mrs. Schwarz 
Contact Information:

Name: Mrs. Christina Schwarz





Classroom telephone: (559) 327-4728
Email: christinaschwarz@clovisusd.k12.ca.us 
Classroom Website:www.schwarzwebsite.weebly.com 
Why study World Geography?

There are many reasons why the study of World Geography is important and beneficial to everyone.  When we have an understanding of the world we live in, we can acknowledge the modern day implications of events and learn from them.  The study of World Geography is unique because it allows us to examine a variety of different cultures as well.  Students will have the opportunity to connect to the cultural experiences of other countries and will also have the opportunity to analyze documents in an effort to understand biases and ethnocentrisms.  
Expectations:
  
Students will participate in class discussions, research, group projects, presentations, note taking, map skills, and various class activities. With the new Common Core State Standards, the emphasis on reading and writing will be emphasized in their geography assignments. Students will check out a textbook during the first week of school.
Grades:


Grades will be based on the points earned in class. All assignments and tests will be assigned a point value. Grades are calculated by points earned/points possible. The basic 100 percent scale will be used: 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-70 (C), 69-60 (D), 59-0 (F)

Tests:


There will be 3 - 4 unit tests and a comprehensive final. There will also be other assessments, such as projects and quizzes given during each unit. 

Classroom Rules:
1. Be respectful to your teacher and your classmates

2. Be in your assigned seat when the bell rings 

3. Follow directions and use class time effectively

4. Always come prepared to class

5. Always be in CUSD dress code (NO hats, hoods, sagging pants, tank tops, etc.)

6. NO gum, no food, no drinks

7. NO electronic devices, including cell phones, etc. on during class time

8. Read and follow the CUSD School Handbook

9. Respect school property, including textbooks and classroom supplies at all times 

****If any of these rules are broken, consequences will be assigned
 and the student may be sent to the student Services Office. ****
Written Work Policy:


Periodically we may have assignments that must be typed.  These assignments include, but are not limited to: web searching, online discussions, and power point presentations. Students may or may not have the time in class to type these assignments.  The library or personal computers must be used on their own time to complete the assignment.
Homework Policy:


Students are required to complete all assignments by their assigned due date.  The late work policy of the Social Science Department allows for students to turn in late assignments for half credit up to 2 weeks after the assigned due date.  Late work turned in after the 2 week time frame will not be accepted and no credit will be given for that assignment.  If a student is absent, they have the excused number of days missed from school to complete the assignments and turn them in.  Please check the online classroom website, talk with fellow classmates, or ask the teacher for missing assignments.  Students who fail to complete the homework or class assignments may be assigned to a lunch lab.  

Video Productions:

On a rare occasion it may be necessary to show a video to demonstrate a particular place or culture. Quite often only segments of the video will be shown to illustrate teaching points. Any video shown in class will be of a G, PG, PG-13 rating or a documentary.  I am asking your permission for your student to view the video productions in their World Geography class.  If you do not want your student to watch videos of this nature, please notify me in writing on the syllabus.  An alternative assignment will be given to any student that does not have a signed permission slip. 
1. Dante’s Peak = PG-13 a story about a small town and how they deal with an active volcano

2. Twister = PG-13 a story about the powerful wrath of tornadoes in the Mid-West of the USA

3. Pompeii = PG-13 a story about the eruption of Mnt Vesuvius and what happens to the town

4. Invictus = PG-13 a story about the South African Rugby team and Nelson Mandela’s legacy
5. Gandhi = PG a story about the life of Gandhi and India’s independence from Great Britain

6. The First Grader = PG-13 a story about an 84 year old man getting his chance to go to school
7. War Horse= PG-13 a story about a boy and his horse during the outbreak of WWI
8. Nicholas and Alexandra = PG a story about the Bolshevik revolution and the Romanoff’s 
9. American Pastime= PG a story Japanese internment camps in America 

10. The Book Thief = PG-13 a story of a Soviet girl who is adopted by a German couple during WWII and befriends a Jewish boy 
Recommended Supplies for World Geography:

1. Pens 

2. Pencils

3. Lined paper

4. Notebook

5. Colored pencils / markers

6. Textbook (checked out in Library)

***If you are unable to obtain these items, please talk to me as soon as possible. 
*****  PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS SYLLABUS
IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  *****
· The Clovis Unified School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, disability, or national origin in admission or access to and treatment of employment in its programs and activities as required by Title VI, Title IX, and Section 504.  Complaints: Contact Barry Jager, Human Resources, (559) 327-9308.

· Favor de llamar a la officina para asistencia en espanol. 

· Thov tiv tauj peb lub hoob kas yog xav tau kev pab nrog lus Hmoob. 
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Student Name: __________________________________________ Period: ____________
I have read the course syllabus and understand the expectations / procedures for my student in this World Geography class.  
I have also read and agree to allow my student to watch the historical video productions. 

Parent / Guardian Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ___________
Student Signature: ____________________________________________ Date: ____________
Important Contact Information:
Parent/Guardian Name(s):______________________________________________
Home Phone: ________________________________________________________  
Cell Phone(s): _______________________________________________________
Work Phone: ________________________________________________________ 
Email: _____________________________________________________________
Comments:

