“MAIN-ITA”

The Basic Causes of World War II Fill-In Activity
Fill in the following chart with the basic causes of WWII. You have seen four of the causes before because they are the same as WWI. 

	Cause
	Description

	
	In an effort to avoid war and the burden that accompanies it, the European powers tried to make Hitler happy by giving into his desires. They watched him take the Rhineland, Austria, and Czechoslovakia. 

	
	In 1934, Germany began to rearm against the provisions of the Treaty of Versailles. In 1935, Japan began to rebuild its navy. Italy was rearming as well. 

	
	The belief that your nation is superior to all other nations and that one should sacrifice themselves for their country.

	
	Perhaps if the United States had been a perceived threat to the Axis Powers early in their aggressions, the war may have never begun. The U.S. wanted to stay out of the war as they had in the beginning of WWI because they wanted to rebuild the economy after the Great Depression and stay out of “Europe’s Problems.”

	
	This left Germany without a military, lots of war debt or reparations to pay back France, Great Britain and the U.S., as well as a loss of territory. 

	
	In 1936, Hitler and Mussolini agreed to the Rome-Berlin Axis, an agreement that would help them reach their goals for power and conquest. Japan would later join this friendship, forming the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo Axis.

	
	The Axis Powers (Germany, Italy and Japan) considered themselves the have-nots. They believed that they did not have their fair share of the world’s natural resources or territory. Germany, Italy and Japan all wanted to expand their borders for this reason. 


